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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Hello Tritons, 

 A most heart felt thank you to all who participated in the election last month of our 2010 Board of 
Directors.  As a club, we prosper due to the participation of our members and the dedication of all who 
volunteer to run for office and to organize and run our various events.  I would also like to offer a special 
thank you to Steve Leibovitz, our past President and Renee Tobias one of our Directors for their service to 
our club these past few years.  They have both been instrumental in keeping us on track and moving 
forward as both a dive and service club.  I would ask that you please express your appreciation to them at 
our next Business Meeting. 
 

As the new club President, I would like to welcome all of you to come 
and attend all of our regular monthly Business Meetings.  We as a 
club are only as strong as our membership.  Our attendance has been 
about 20-25 members on a regular basis at our meetings.  I know it 
may not be possible for everyone to make every meeting but I know 
there are a lot more of you out there than we are seeing.  I am looking 
forward to meeting all of you this year so please mark your calendars 
for the 4th Tuesday of each month and come and join us for some 
camaraderie and fun.  And while you are there, chat with the various 
TICs.  Who knows, you may find a dive or an event that catches your 
interest. 
 

Finally, we need more help with our various committees.  All the 
committee heads have been appointed with the exception of the 
Publicity Committee.  We also need more members to participate on 
these committees.  So if you are interested in helping, this would be 
an easy way to be part of what happens with the club.  Remember, 
your participation shapes the direction of the club.  Please let me 
know you care by volunteering to help on a committee or be a TIC for 
an event. 

Good Diving to All  -  Randy  
><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
April, 2010 

 

No new members to report this month and no one up for vote. 
 

Our membership is:    69 full members     6 associate members   
                 TOTAL       75 members 

Adolph Habich - Membership Committee 
 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
 

If any member would like a copy of the business meeting minutes to review please send a note to Pam 
Romund (promund@kraft.com) and she will email them to you before the meeting.  Thanks. 

 

The Triton Trib 

         
 

    Volume XLI, Number 4 
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TRITON 2010 EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

April, 2010 
Saturday, 4/17 Anniversary Party – 

Giuseppe’s Restaurant 
Randy Skiba (r_skiba@comcast.net), Adolph Habich  
(AHabich@aol.com), Judi Stephens 847-296-6421 

S-S, 4/24 – 5/1  Puerto Rico Trip Randy Skiba (r_skiba@comcast.net) 

Tuesday, 4/27 Business Meeting Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

May, 2010 
Saturday, 5/1 Harley Davidson 

Museum Tour and Lunch 
Steve Leibovitz - kb9caw@yahoo.com & Jon Kitts 
jon13@voyager.net 

Tuesday, 5/11 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Sunday, 5/16 Beer Tasting & Dinner 
Goose Island Brewery 

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Tuesday, 5/25 Business Meeting Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

Monday, 5/31 Memorial Day Bike Ride 
Ride the Trails! 

Margy & Milt Levenberg margyspec@comcast.net or 
milspec@comcast.net 

June, 2010 
Sunday, 6/6 Haigh Quarry Dive/Picnic Scott Reimer (streimer1@comcast.net)/Jim Hynan 847-

967-1738 

Tuesday, 6/8  Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

 

Sunday, 6/13 Frontera Farmers Market 
& Tasting 

Rosana Vemmer (rvmexicana@hotmail.com) 
847.698.1727 

Tuesday, 6/22 Business Meeting –
OPEN HOUSE 

Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

Sat/Sun 6/26-27 Training Weekend – 
Pearl Lake, South Beloit 

Board of Education – Pearl Lake, South Beloit, IL 

Saturday, 6/26 Quarry Dive & Picnic 
Pearl Lake, South Beloit 

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTT 

July, 2010 
Sat/Sun 7/3-4 4th of July Dive Weekend  Needs TIC 

Sunday, 7/11 A Day at the Races 
Arlington Race Track 

Needs TIC 

Tuesday, 7/13  Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

 

Friday, 7/16 Concert in the Park 
Park Ridge, IL 

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Sunday, 7/25 Jim Haigh Memorial Dive 
Haigh Quarry, Kankakee 

Needs TIC 

Tuesday, 7/27 Business Meeting Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

August, 2010 
Saturday, 8/7 Howard/Etherton Day 

Dive/Picnic, Pearl Lake 
Board of Education – Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or 
HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Sat/Sun 8/7-8 Training Weekend 
Pearl Lake, South Beloit  

Board of Education – Offering Open Water, Advanced 
Open Water and Rescue Classes 

Tuesday, 8/10 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.com UUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

 

Saturday, 8/21 Diving Weekend - TBD Needs TIC 

Tuesday, 8/24 Business Meeting Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

*Note Date Change 

mailto:r_skiba@comcast.net
mailto:AHabich@aol.com
mailto:kb9caw@yahoo.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:streimer1@comcast.net
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
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ENTERTAINMENT AT THE APRIL MEETING 
Our entertainment at the April meeting will be a presentation on the Aggressor 
Fleet.  If you have always been curious as to what a live aboard can offer, here 
is your chance.  Besides featuring the various ships and their amenities there is 
excellent underwater footage.  There are Aggressor yachts in Belize, Cayman, 
Turks and Caicos, Galapagos, Hawaii, Maldives, Palau and more – there is one 
sure to suit your needs.  The Aggressor Yachts have been taking divers to some 
of the best dive locations worldwide since 1984 – come and see for yourself why 

the Aggressor fleet is the ultimate in live aboards. 
 

Business meetings now begin at 7:30 PM.  Come out early for dinner, Giuseppe's always has some 
great specials. 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

ELECTION RESULTS  
General elections were held at the March Business Meeting.  Elected to serve on the Board for two year 
terms: 
 

President – Randy Skiba  Secretary – Pam Romund   First Director - Dave O'Malley  
 

Elected to complete a one year term on the Board (filling vacancies): 
Vice President - Mike Leibovitz Second Director – Jackie Heirbaut 
 

To everyone who volunteered we thank them for their cooperation and willingness to run.  

Nominating Committee Members 
Margy Levenberg, Chair 

Dave Vemmer  
Pete Kloga 

 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

COMEDY NIGHT- MARCH 20TH 
 

Fifteen Tritons & friends met at the Improv in Schaumburg for dinner a night of comedy. The event started 
with the challenge of finding a parking place. The MC and the opening act were great. Both made 
references to the rotten Chicago weather and the problems with parking at the club. I don’t think there was 
anyone who would argue.  
 

Enter Brad Garrett. It’s hard not to notice how tall he is at 6’8‖. We were very fortunate not to be in the first 
row. Several people got picked on mercilessly.  At one point he was asked if he was anything like Robert 
on ―Everybody Loves Raymond‖. I think everyone would agree that the answer is NO.  While much of his 
material was very funny, at times he appeared angry and insulting.  My apologies to anyone that might 
have been offended by his act. However, Tritons have such a good time when we get together that all in 
all I think everyone had a very nice time.   

TIC:  Renee Tobias 
><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 

                           

Many thanks to Judi Stephens for sending 
this to our attention – one to make you 

smile.  Enjoy! 
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Story from BBC NEWS:, http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/asia-pacific/8613890.stm 04/11/2010 11:46:00 GMT 

AUSTRALIA TO PROSECUTE OVER  
BARRIER REEF SHIP CRASH 

 

Those responsible for a Chinese ship running aground on the Great Barrier Reef and 
leaking oil will be prosecuted, Australian authorities say. 

 

Transport Minister Anthony Albanese said the vessel was clearly on an unlawful route and compensation 
would be sought for the spill.  "We'll be throwing the book at those responsible," Mr Albanese said.  
In a separate case, three men have been charged with steering their cargo ship through a restricted area 
of the Reef.  
 

The men, from Vietnam and South Korea, will appear in an Australian court on Monday, accused of taking 
their coal carrier on an unauthorised route through one of the world's most valuable marine wildlife 
reserves.  It is alleged that their vessel, the MV Mimosa, was not registered with the Reef Vessel Tracking 
System and failed to respond to attempts by the authorities to establish contact.  If found guilty, the men 
could face a maximum fine of more than A$200,000 ($205,000, £121,000).  
 

Oil fear 
The Chinese vessel, the Shen Nang 1, rammed into a sandbank some 70km (43 miles) off the east coast 
of Great Keppel Island on 4 April after straying off its permitted route.  "It is quite clear that this vessel 
went on a course that was unlawful," Mr Albanese told reporters after flying over the stranded ship.  
"The Australian government will ensure that the full force of the law is brought to bear on those 
responsible," he said.  "And we will also ensure... compensation is paid with regard to the cost of cleaning 
up."  
 

Salvage crews have been pumping fuel oil from the vessel, which was carrying carrying 950 tonnes of oil 
and about 65,000 tonnes of coal.  Inflatable booms are in place around it to contain any oil that may spill.  
 

In the wake of these incidents, it has emerged that bulk carriers regularly take short cuts through the world 
heritage-listed marine park - reef "rat-runs" that cut down on voyage times and therefore save money.  
The Australian government has vowed to tighten up its maritime laws in response  
 

The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest reef system and extends for more than 2,500km.  

 
><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/asia-pacific/8613890.stm
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Join The Tritons’ first annual  

VISIT TO THE HARLEY DAVIDSON MUSEUM 
 

Saturday May 1, 2010  
We will meet in the Museum lobby at 1:00 pm (not Triton time) 

Cost $16.00 per person 
There is a discount for groups of 15 or more.  Please bring your checks to the April meeting. 

If enough people sign up there will be a rebate after the event. 
 

Location 
Harley-Davidson Museum 

400 W Canal St 
Milwaukee, WI 53201USA 

 

For the eating portion of the event, we will go to La Perla Restaurant for an early dinner and bath room 
tour (I have been informed this is not to be missed) 

 

734 South 5th Street 
Milwaukee WI 414-645-9888 
http://www.laperlahot.com/ 

RSVP’s required for both the Museum and the restaurant  
 

TIC’s 
Steve Leibovitz 847-833-5379 or kb9caw@yahoo.com or Jon Kitts jon13@voyager.net 

 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
Editor’s Note:  I am reprinting this article because this is an important issue to all of us that use the lake on a regular basis.  
This is in no way meant as a endorsement/advertisement for the candidacy of Mr. Kirk but to bring this important issue to 
your attention.  Please contact your Congressman and Senator, your life or the life of a fellow diver could depend on it.   

Article is reprinted from the Waukegan Sun Newspaper, April 7, 2010, by New-Sun Staff Report. 

RESCUED BOATER JOINS TO SAVE USCG UNIT 
A Lake Michigan boater rescued by a Waukegan-based Coast Guard helicopter in 2008 joined U.S. Rep. 
Mark Kirk, (R-Highland Park), in making a public call to retain the Coast Guard helicopter unit at Waukegan 
Regional Airport. 
 

Jim Emma, one of seven survivors of the Fin Seeker, a charter fishing boat that sank more than three 
miles east of Waukegan, joined Kirk in Chicago on Tuesday to emphasize the importance of the 
Waukegan Coast Guard unit. 
 

Under a Coast Guard budget proposal, two crews operating during the summer at the Waukegan Coast 
Guard Air Facility, and crews based in Muskegon, Mich., would relocate to the station in Traverse City, 
Mich.  Kirk said that move would increase the response time to an emergency near Chicago from the 
current 17 minutes to one hour and 12 minutes.  "The third-largest city in the United States should not 
have to wait over an hour for a search-and-rescue helicopter.  The Coast Guard should reconsider its 
plan, and keep the Waukegan facility open," Kirk said. 
 

Kirk said Emma's appearance emphasized the importance of the local guard unit.  On May 30, 2008, 
Emma was one of seven people on board the Fin Seeker when it went down.  All seven were safely 
rescued from the frigid water by a Coast Guard helicopter based at Waukegan Regional Airport.  "If not for 
the Coast Guard helicopter and boat, there would have been seven people lost in the lake today," Beach 
Park Fire Chief Paul Tierney said at the time. 
 

When he was 16, Kirk himself nearly drowned in Lake Michigan when his sailboat tipped over near 
Wilmette.  He said he owes his life to the rapid response of the Coast Guard. 

mailto:kb9caw@yahoo.com
mailto:jon13@voyager.net
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MEMORIAL DAY BIKE RIDE 

ON MONDAY, MAY 31, 2010 
 

MEET AT MILT & MARGYôS HOUSE AT 10 AM FOR DONUTS 
 

Join the Tritons for a bicycle ride, walk, or just lots of food. 

Bring your bicycle or feet, $5 and a dish to share.   

We will take a short drive to access the Des Plaines River Trail, 

a great, crushed-gravel bike and hike trail.   
 

Address, phone, & directions for  

Milt and Margy Levenbergôs house: 
 

31057 Prairie Ridge Road, Libertyville (really it’s Green Oaks) 
 

847-680-1223 (Margy at home)    847-858-1271 (Milt on cell phone) 
 

I-294 North to I-94 North to Route 137  

(turn left/west on Buckley Road)  
to O’Plaine Road (turn right/north) to Guerin Road (turn left/west)  

to Prairie Ridge Road (turn right/north).  Veer left on the circle  
to 31057 on the left.  Park only on the left side of the street. 

http://wizardcraft.net/map-to-levenberg.html 
 

Bring a cell phone or walkie-talkie to communicate on the trail. 
 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

TRAINING WEEKEND 
June 26 and June 27 

Pearl Lake, South Beloit, IL 
 

The Board of Education will be conducting training at Pearl Lake on Saturday, June 26 and Sunday June 
27.  We will be offering Open Water certification dives as well as more advanced training.  To become an 
accomplished scuba diver, first you learn the fundamentals and then build on these basic skills. You’ll 
have fun doing it!  Have you been thinking you would like to improve your diving skills?  Get a bit more 
experience?  This is your chance: 
 

 Advanced Open Water Training 
 Get more comfortable in the water by completing five adventure dives under the supervision of a Triton 

PADI Instructor. If you’re looking to build your confidence and gain more experience, this is the natural 
next. 

 

 Rescue Diver Training 
 Expand on what you already know about how to prevent problems, and how to manage them if they 

occur.  Learn techniques for self rescue, rescuing panicky divers and unresponsive divers. 
 

 Master Scuba Diver Rating 
 Join the best of the best in recreational scuba diving. Earn your Master Scuba Diver rating, which 

distinguishes you for acquiring significant training and experience in a variety of dive environments. 
 

 Specialty Rating 
The Club offers many specialties.  Are you interested in wreck diving, deep diving, night diver, 
enriched air, boat diving, dry suit diver and more.   

 

Contact a member of the Board of Education for more details on any of these classes or to sign up. 
Board of Education:  Rich Schak, Mike Leibovitz, Steve Leibovitz. 

http://wizardcraft.net/map-to-levenberg.html
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Many thanks to Steve Leibovitz for sending this to our attention.  Article by biran Skoloff, AP Writer.  Reprinted from:  
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100325/ap_on_sc/us_world_without_corals 

DEATH OF CORAL REEFS  

COULD DEVASTATE NATIONS 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. – Coral reefs are dying, and scientists and governments around the world are 
contemplating what will happen if they disappear altogether.  The idea positively scares them. 

Coral reefs are part of the foundation of the ocean food chain. Nearly half the fish the world eats make 
their homes around them. Hundreds of millions of people worldwide — by some estimates, 1 billion across 
Asia alone — depend on them for their food and their livelihoods. 

If the reefs vanished, experts say, hunger, poverty and 
political instability could ensue.  "Whole nations will be 
threatened in terms of their existence," said Carl Gustaf 
Lundin of the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature.  Numerous studies predict coral reefs are headed for 
extinction worldwide, largely because of global warming, 
pollution and coastal development, but also because of 
damage from bottom-dragging fishing boats and the 
international trade in jewelry and souvenirs made of coral. 

At least 19 percent of the world's coral reefs are already gone, 
including some 50 percent of those in the Caribbean. An 
additional 15 percent could be dead within 20 years, 
according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. Old Dominion University professor Kent Carpenter, director of a worldwide census of 
marine species, warned that if global warming continues unchecked, all corals could be extinct within 100 
years. 

"You could argue that a complete collapse of the marine ecosystem would be one of the consequences of 
losing corals," Carpenter said. "You're going to have a tremendous cascade effect for all life in the 
oceans."  Exotic and colorful, coral reefs aren't lifeless rocks; they are made up of living creatures that 
excrete a hard calcium carbonate exoskeleton. Once the animals die, the rocky structures erode, 
depriving fish of vital spawning and feeding grounds.  Experts say cutting back on carbon emissions to 
arrest rising sea temperatures and acidification of the water, declaring some reefs off limits to fishing and 
diving, and controlling coastal development and pollution could help reverse, or at least stall, the tide. 

Florida, for instance, has the largest unbroken "no-take" zone in the continental U.S. — about 140 square 
miles off limits to fishing in and around Dry Tortugas National Park, a cluster of islands and reefs teeming 
with marine life about 70 miles off Key West.  Many fishermen oppose such restrictions. And other 
environmental measures have run into resistance at the state, local, national and international level. On 
Sunday, during a gathering of the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora, restrictions proposed by the U.S. and Sweden on the trade of some coral species were 
rejected.  

If reefs were to disappear, commonly consumed species of grouper and snapper could become just 
memories. Oysters, clams and other creatures that are vital to many people's diets would also suffer. And 
experts say commercial fisheries would fail miserably at meeting demand for seafood.  "Fish will become a 
luxury good," said Cassandra deYoung of the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization. "You already have 
a billion people who are facing hunger, and this is just going to aggravate the situation," she added. "We 
will not be able to maintain food security around the world." 

The economic damage could be enormous. Ocean fisheries provide direct employment to at least 38 
million people worldwide, with an additional 162 million people indirectly involved in the industry, according 
to the U.N.  Coral reefs draw scuba divers, snorkelers and other tourists to seaside resorts in Florida, 
Hawaii, Southeast Asia and the Caribbean and help maintain some of the world's finest sandy beaches by 
absorbing energy from waves. Without the reefs, hotels, restaurants and other businesses that cater to 
tourists could suffer financially.                                                      Ÿ  See Next Page 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100325/ap_on_sc/us_world_without_corals
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Many Caribbean countries get nearly half their gross national product from visitors seeking tropical 
underwater experiences. 

People all over the world could pay the price if reefs were to disappear, since some types of coral and 
marine species that rely on reefs are being used by the pharmaceutical industry to develop possible cures 
for cancer, arthritis and viruses.  

"A world without coral reefs is unimaginable," said Jane Lubchenco, a marine biologist who heads NOAA. 
"Reefs are precious sources of food, medicine and livelihoods for hundreds of thousands around the 
world. They are also special places of renewal and recreation for thousands more.  Their exotic beauty 
and diverse bounty are global treasures."  

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

Many thanks to Jackie Heirbaut for sending this one on.  If ever you get to Brussels check this one out. 
Reprinted from GetLostMagzine.com, article by Meghan E. Miller 

NEMO 33 
A typical December morning in Brussels, with its freezing rain and gloomy skies, is an appropriate excuse 
to bundle up and hibernate, not strip down to a bathing suit and go for a swim. Take a short drive outside 
the city center, though, and discover Nemo 33, the world’s deepest pool. At over 33 meters deep, this 
giant, solar-heated aquarium is filled not with fish but scuba divers! Designed by diving expert John 

Beernaerts, the facility opened in 2004.  

The fresh, ultra-filtered spring water here is maintained at a heavenly 
temperature of 30-33° C (86-91° F), eliminating the need for a 
wetsuit and the unwieldy feeling of wearing one.  Divers are provided 
with Aqualung brand equipment (though you may bring your own 
mask and regulator if desired). The transition to the water is 
seamless and relaxed without waves, visibility perfect. There may be 
no wildlife to see, but for divers, such natural immersion is as close 
to being a fish as one can get. 

Experienced scuba divers must present their certification cards upon 
entry and are then free to dive to the depth allowed by their training 
level. The price per day to dive starts at  22 Euro, with small fees for 
renting a dive computer or if you have forgotten your card.  

If you are new to diving and wish to learn in a safe, comfortable 
environment, Nemo 33 presents the ideal opportunity. Beginning, 
advanced, and instructor-level courses are taught in multiple 
languages and students earn certification through the internationally-
recognized PADI diving organization. Emergency first response 
courses are also available.  

Once in the water, divers can explore the multiple levels and cavernous rooms built into the pool. Floating 
calmly in their artificial sea, they drift like astronauts through space. Without the distraction of sharks or 
shipwrecks, diving in this pool is reflective, meditative, simply the peace of being submerged.  

The facility has been creatively converted to appeal not only to divers but to clientele who wish to stay dry 
as well. The foyer features a trendy bar and restaurant outfitted in scuba décor, which is often packed 
midday, so a reservation is recommended.   Projected on one wall are continuously-running films of 
marine life – polar bears, penguins, exotic deep-sea creatures. Look through the many windows cut into 
the wall behind the bar to catch glimpses of the scuba divers as they swim by. They blow bubbles and kick 
their fins mere inches from diners enjoying lunch.  

Beyond just leisure, Nemo 33’s unique pool environment has been employed for underwater filming, 
medical research, prototype testing, fitness classes, and naval exercises. Their facilities may be reserved 
for corporate events, training programs, or unique celebrations, and even if you don’t dive, the Nemo 33 
restaurant is a fun place to come for a one-of-a-kind meal experience. Good conversation for a first date.  

Especially in the wintertime, or if you are in Brussels for business, Nemo 33 offers both mental and 
physical tranquility. This is a true indulgence, better than all the Belgian chocolate in the world.  
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 LAST CHANCE 
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Thanks to Pete Kloga for sending to our attention.  Reprinted from: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8599125.stm, Article by Paul Rincon, Science Reporter, BBC News 

UK SETS UP CHAGOS MARINE RESERVE 
The UK government has created the world's largest marine reserve around the Chagos Islands.  The 
reserve would cover a 545,000-sq-km area around the Indian Ocean archipelago, regarded as one of the 
world's richest marine ecosystems.  This will include an area where commercial fishing will be banned.  

But islanders, who were evicted to make way for the US air base on the island of Diego Garcia, say a 
reserve would effectively ban them from returning.  

UK Foreign Secretary David Miliband said 
establishing the reserve would "double the 
global coverage of the world's oceans under 
protection".  ―It will protect a treasure trove of 
tropical, marine wildlife for posterity ‖ William 
Marsden Chagos Conservation Trust.  He 
commented: "Its creation is a major step 
forward for protecting the oceans, not just 
around BIOT [British Indian Ocean Territory] 
itself, but also throughout the world.  "This 
measure is a further demonstration of how the 
UK takes its international environmental 
responsibilities seriously."  

Conservationists say the combination of tropical islands, unspoiled coral reefs and adjacent oceanic abyss 
makes the area a biodiversity hotspot of global importance.  The archipelago, which has been compared 
to the Galapagos Islands and to Australia's Great Barrier Reef, hosts the world's biggest living coral 
structure - the Great Chagos Bank. This is home to more than 220 coral species - almost half the recorded 
species of the entire Indian Ocean, and more than 1,000 species of reef fish.  

William Marsden, chairman of the Chagos Conservation Trust, commented: "Today's decision by the 
British government is inspirational. It will protect a treasure trove of tropical, marine wildlife for posterity 
and create a safe haven for breeding fish stocks for the benefit of people in the region."  

Mauritius has asserted a claim to sovereignty over the islands; and the UK has agreed to cede the territory 
when it is no longer required for defence purposes.  But in a letter to the Sunday Times newspaper earlier 
this year, Mauritius' High Commissioner Abhimanu Kundasamy said: "There can be no legitimacy to the 
[marine protected area] project without the issue of sovereignty and resettlement being addressed to the 
satisfaction of the government of Mauritius."  

The former residents of the islands, who were evicted from the British overseas territory between 1967 
and 1971 to make way for the US Air Force base on the largest island, Diego Garcia, have fought a long-
running battle in the UK courts for the right to return.  

Of the islands, only Diego Garcia, which has played a key role in the US-led operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, is currently inhabited.  

Some Chagossians claim the marine protected area (MPA) would "severely jeopardise" any resettlement, 
because it would prevent them from fishing - their main livelihood.  The islanders' legal saga is not over; 
Chagossians are now pursuing their cause through European courts.  

In a statement on its website, The UK Chagos Support Association said the Foreign Secretary's 
announcement left several key questions unanswered and called on Mr Miliband to involve Chagossians 
in the marine protection project.  

―We don't want another state to come and exploit the area, do massive construction of hotels and bring in 
commercial fishing. Then the area will be finished ‖  Allen Vincatassin Diego Garcian Society  

The association said the announcement did not make clear whether zones could be established within the 
MPA in which "limited, sustainable fishing could take place".  The statement also criticised the timing of 
the decision: "It is... bitterly disappointing that the government has felt it appropriate to make its 
announcement now, whilst parliament is [in] recess."  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8599125.stm
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In his statement, Mr Miliband pointed out that the decision had been taken following a consultation (in 
which 90% of those who responded supported greater marine protection). He also said the Foreign Office 
intended "to continue to work closely with all interested stakeholders".  

He added that the decision over the protection zone "is, of course, without prejudice to the outcome of the 
current, pending proceedings before the European Court of Human Rights".  

Some Chagossian representatives back the reserve. Allen Vincatassin, from the UK-based Diego Garcian 
Society, told BBC News: "I am personally delighted that the Foreign Secretary has made the brave 
decision to protect the (BIOT)."  

Mr Vincatassin told me he regarded the 
issue of the MPA as separate from the 
question of the right to return: "If a 
resettlement occurs in future on the outer 
islands, the marine protected area can be 
adjusted. These are two separate issues 
and I think there has been a deep 
misunderstanding."  He called the exile of 
the Chagossians "a great injustice", but 
added: "We don't want another state to 
come and exploit the area, do massive 
construction of hotels and bring in commercial fishing. Then the area will be finished."  

Conservationists said the 545,000-sq-km (210,000-sq-mile) protection zone - an area twice the size of the 
UK - would prohibit activities such as industrial fishing and deep-sea mining.  

Alistair Gammell, from the Pew Environment Group, said he was "thrilled" with the decision, adding that 
the oceans "desperately need better protection".  He commented: "In 2010, the International Year of 
Biodiversity, the UK has secured a conservation legacy which is unrivalled in scale and significance, 
demonstrating to the world that it is a leader in conserving the world's marine resources for the benefit of 
future generations."  

The Foreign Office said it had been advised that the BIOT was crucial for repopulating coral systems 
along the East Coast of Africa and hence to the recovery in the marine food supply in sub-Saharan Africa.  
The conditions of the MPA are expected to be enforced by the territory's patrol vessel.  

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}> 

BREWRY TOUR & BEER TASTING 
Sunday, May 16th 3:00 PM - $7.00 per Person 

Goose Island Brewery 
1800 North Clybourn 

Chicago, IL 60614 
 

 

Come and tour Chicagoôs original brewpub 
Located in the heart of bustling Lincoln Park, the Clybourn Brewery is the 
perfect spot to sample all sorts of specialty beers.  Come and tour the 
brewery and sample many of their outstanding beers.  Since 1988, Goose Island has consistently brewed 
Chicago's finest hand-crafted ales and lagers. Their brewers produce a variety of seasonal brews, with 
over 20 drafts to choose from each day.  
 

Once we have completed the tour and sampling we will head into the dining room to where they also 
serve outstanding lunch and dinner selections.  Your meal expense is in addition to the cost of the tour. 
 

Directions: 
Exit the Kennedy Expressway at North Avenue (IL 64), heading east. Approximately 1 mile to Sheffield 
Avenue, turn left. Turn left at the next light (Willow Street). The Clybourn Brewery is on your right at the 
next intersection (Marcey Street). Parking is free and ample. 
 

To make your reservation please contact the TIC:  Pam Romund 847-414-4347 or promund@kraft.com 
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Reprinted from www.scubadiving.com/news, March 19, 2010 

EX-U.S.S. KITTIWAKE TO SINK OFF SEVEN MILE 

BEACH THIS SUMMER 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands (March 9, 2010) – The Cayman Islands is now the proud owner of the ex-
U.S.S. Kittiwake, soon to be Grand Cayman’s newest dive attraction. The Kittiwake left the James River 
Reserve Fleet in St. Eustis, Virginia on February 18, 2010 and will be towed to Grand Cayman after being 
cleaned. The 251-foot military vessel will be sunk on the north end of Grand Cayman’s world famous 
Seven Mile Beach, providing underwater enthusiasts of all skill levels with a new year-round diving 
destination that is both easy to access and a thrill to explore. 

The Ministry and Department of Tourism in partnership with the Cayman Islands Tourism Association 
(CITA) embarked on the project some seven years ago and are all eager to witness the sinking of the 
Kittiwake slated for July/August of this year.  ―Dive has always been a cornerstone of the tourism industry 
here in Cayman, so when CITA came to us many years ago with the idea for a new dive attraction to 
stimulate tourism, we were happy to support the project financially,‖ said the Premier of the Cayman 
Islands, Hon. McKeeva Bush, also Minister for Finance, Tourism & Development.  ―As we took over this 
time we were determined to see this worthy project through to completion. This is a perfect example of the 
Cayman Islands Government and private sector working together for the mutual benefit of tourism.‖ 

CITA agrees. "Without the initial conceptual and financial support of the Ministry of Tourism the Kittiwake 
would never have happened,‖ said Nancy Easterbrook, Kittiwake Project Manager. ―The Ministry realized 
the importance of this initiative when it was first proposed in 2002 and assisted us in kick starting its 
development. CITA came on board and matched those funds and both parties have committed to keeping 
the project moving forward the past seven years.‖ 

The 5-deck, 2200-ton Kittiwake was originally commissioned as a Chanticleer-class submarine rescue 
ship in the United States Navy during World War II.  It will join the MV Captain Keith Tibbetts, a Russian 
Frigate sunk off the coast of Cayman Brac in 1996. 

The Kittiwake will be an interesting attraction, with lots of rooms such as the recompression chamber, air 
bank storage, engine room and dive locker for divers and snorkelers to explore. Being sunk in only 65 feet 
of water, the top of the bridge and smoke stack will be 20 feet from the surface -- perfect for snorkelers,‖ 
commented Easterbrook. 

Prior to sinking, the Kittiwake will be thoroughly prepared for guests.  All hazardous materials and 
chemicals will be removed to ensure that they won’t leach into Cayman waters. Multiple vertical and 
horizontal cutouts will open up the ship to allow natural light to flood the body and enable divers to explore 
the entire ship.  Once sunk, the ship will be marked with corresponding slates for boat operators and 
divers/snorkelers to be able to easily identify where they are on the ship. 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
Reprinted from Divernet Magazine, www.divernet.com, March 22, 2010 

WHALE SHARK RELEASED 

A whale shark has been returned to the Arabian Gulf from captivity in Dubai.  The young, 4m-long female 

was set free from The Palm island’s Atlantis resort.  The whale shark was taken from the sea off Dubai in 

2008. Since then, there had been calls for its release. 

But according to the Middle East news service Al Bawaba, the Atlantis Fish Husbandry Team had worked 
―to save the animal in compliance with all CITES regulations‖ after it was spotted ―off the coast in distress‖.  
The team had then used Atlantis’s rehabilitation facilities to prepare the shark ―for return to the ocean‖. 
The release has been made at a time when ―seasonal elements affecting water temperature, salinity and 
migratory patterns" are at their best "for enhancing her survival‖. 

The whale shark has been tagged so that it can be tracked as part of a collaborative research project run 
by Atlantis and Florida’s Mote Marine Laboratory. 

http://www.scubadiving.com/news
http://www.divernet.com/
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A big Triton THANK YOU! 

The following businesses support our organization and we thank them for the generosity.  
The next time you stop in mention you are a Triton & personally thank them for their support. 

  

BELOW H20 
2950 Ogden Avenue 

Aurora IL 60504 
630-820-2531 

BERRY DIVE CENTER 
3042 N. Milwaukee 

Northbrook, IL  
847-358-3848 

  

CHICAGOLAND SCUBA 
732 S. Rand Road 

Lake Zurich, IL 60047 
847-540-7211 

DD DIVE SHOP 
1039 Waukegan Road 

Glenview, IL 60025 
847-657-3483 

  

DJôS SCUBA LOCKER 
7840 W. Ogden, Suite #9 

Lyons, IL 60534 
708-442-4388 

ENTERPRISE MARINE 
420 Michael Court 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-640-8113 

  

HAIGH QUARRY 
2738 E 2000 North Road 

Kankakee, IL 60901 
815-939-7797 

PEARL LAKE RESORT 
Highway 251 

South Beloit, IL 61080 
815-389-1479 

  

PIRATEôS COVE DIVING 
1103 West Oklahoma Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI  53215 
414-482-1430 

SCUBA EMPORIUM 
16336 S. 104th Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60467 

708-226-1614 

SCUBA SYSTEMS 
3919 Oakton 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-674-0222 

SEA LION DIVE CENTER 
1158 Lake Street 

Hanover Park, IL  60107 
630-289-1680 

  

TOUCAN DIVE CENTER 
756 Frontage Road 
Lake Villa, IL 60046 

847-356-7826 

UNDERSEAS SCUBA CENTER 
611 N. Addison Avenue 

Villa Park, IL 60181 
630-833-8383 

  
 

DAN NEWS 
Did you know there are six different on-line seminars available to DAN members?  Everything from diving 
with diabetes to looking after your ears and more.  Go to:  www.diversalertnetwork.org and check out the 
training tab. 

 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

DIVEHEART 
 

Diveheart is always looking for a few good volunteers, instructors, and dive buddies.  Pool and shore help 
are always in short supply.  Certified SCUBA divers can learn to assist divers with disabilities both in the 
pool or open water.  Contact Diveheart - By calling 630-964-1983 or emailing info@diveheart.org     

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 

mailto:info@diveheart.org
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The Tritons 

FOUNDED IN 1957 

P. O. Box 1025 
Des Plaines, IL 60017-1025  

 

April, 2010 

Triton DIVE LINE:  847-394-0975 

www.TheTritons.com 
 

DAN Sponsor -# 29362 

2009 Illinois Council Club of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Tritons 
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Presentation:  Aggressor - The Ultimate in Live Aboards 
 

 

See you April 27, 2010 at 

Giuseppe's  
 

1062 Lee St Des Plaines, IL (847) 824-4230 
 

The restaurant is situated on Lee Street, north of Algonquin  
and south of Northwest Highway 

 


