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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE  

NNOOTTEE::    OOccttoobbeerr  bbuussiinneessss  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiillll  bbeeggiinn  eeaarrlliieerr  ïï  77::3300  PPMM    
 

Hi Tritons,  
 

We have just completed our 1st Open Water Class and pool training in partnership with District # 214.  I 
would like to thank Rich, Mike, Pam, Randy, Keith, and Joe Leibovitz, for their work in the classroom and 
pool.  Last weekend we certified 6 of those students, and I would like to thank Randy and Joe for their 
assistance at Pearl Lake.  There will be a spring class, start thinking of people who may be interested. 
 

In the meantimeé is your CPR training current?  There are always changes and most organizations 
suggest that you take a refresher every two years.  Please sign up with Mike or Rich.  They will have 
dates scheduled shortly. 

What is the status of your equipment?  Now is the best time to take it 
to your dealer for its annual service.  Donôt wait till spring and miss 
the first dive of the season. 
  

Thanks,   Steve 
<º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>       <º}}}}><  

 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT  
October, 2009  

 

This month we welcome three new members: 
 

Brian Clarke Ken & Tricia Shields  
2506 Clinton  1367 Glengary Ln 
River Grove IL 60171  Wheeling IL 60090 
Phone 708-453-5139 Phone 847-229-0296 
E-mail  Brian@darkknightauto.com Both are PADI OW 
PADI OW 
 

Our membership is: 
                           74 full members     14 associate members   
        TOTAL    88 members 
 

Adolph Habich - Membership Committee 
 

<º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>       <º}}}}><  
 

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE 

OCTOBER MEETING  
Our entertainment at the October meeting will be slides & videos 
from the membership.  We have many talented photographers & 
videographers as members and they will be sharing their best 
images with us.   
 

If you didnôt attend the September meeting you missed great video of 
the wreck of the Emperor in Lake Superior.  For those that have dove 
the wreck it was wonderful to revisit the site and gave a very good 
overview to those who havenôt.  Business meetings now begin at 

7:30 PM.  Come out early for dinner, Giuseppe's always has some great specials. 

The Triton Trib 

         
 

    Volume XL, Number 10 
 

mailto:Brian@darkknightauto.com
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TRITON 2009 EVENTS C ALENDAR  
 

October, 2009 
Tuesday, 10/27 Business Meeting ï 

Member Slide/Movies 
Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

November, 2009 
Tuesday, 11/10 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.comUUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Saturday, 11/14 Ill. Council Presidentsô 
Night Dinner 
Burnham Park Yacht 
Club ï Chicago, IL 

Chuck and Margo Miller ï 630-833-6063 
HTUbuzz_inc@sprynet.comUTH or HTUmargommiller@sprynet.comUTH 

Awards, Raffle, Fun with other Divers and collecting 
Toys for Tots on behalf of the Marine Corps Reserves 

Tuesday, 11/24 Business Meeting ï You 
Donôt Know SCUBA 
Jack Competition 

Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

December, 2009 
Saturday, 12/5 Holiday Party Board of Directors 

Tuesday, 12/8 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.comUUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

*Saturday, 
12/19 

Community Service  Jim Hynan, Jim.Hynan@occ.treas.gov 

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!   No meeting in December, see you in 2010! 

January, 2010 
Tuesday, 1/12 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.comUUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Saturday, 1/16 Dinner and Movie Night Needs TIC 

Tuesday, 1/26 Business Meeting  Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

Sunday, 1/31 Wine Tasting and Dinner Needs TIC 

February, 2010 
Sunday 2/7 Chinese Cooking Class 

and Sampling 
Renee Tobias (cansculpt@ameritech.net) 

Tuesday, 2/9 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.comUUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Fri, Sat, Sun, 
2/19 to 2/21 

Our World Underwater 
Celebrating 40 Years!! 

For tickets and show info go to:  
www.ourworldunderwater.com 

Saturday, 2/20 OWU Dinner & Film Fest Needs TIC 

Tuesday,  2/23 Business Meeting  Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

March, 2010 
Saturday, 3/6 Wolves Hockey Game Adolph Habich (AHabich@aol.com) 

Tuesday, 3/9 Triton Trib Deadline Pam Romund 847-698-5490 or HHHHHHHHTUTUTUTUTUTUTUTUpromund@kraft.comUUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTHHHHHH 

Tuesday,  3/23 Business Meeting ï 
General Elections  

Giuseppe's Restaurant  - 7:30 PM 
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016 

Saturday, 3/27 Comedy Club Nite Renee Tobias (cansculpt@ameritech.net) 
 
 

*Denotes Date Change 
 

We have immediate openings for a few TICs, no experience necessary, please contact Dave Vemmer.  
The 2010 Calendar was approved at the September business meeting. We are beginning to accept 
sign-ups for 2010, lots of events to choose from.  Many thanks! 
 

Events Committee ï Dave Vemmer, Chair  
Steve Leibovitz; Pam Romund, Renee Tobias, Rosana Vemmer 

 

mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:buzz_inc@sprynet.com
mailto:margommiller@sprynet.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
mailto:promund@kraft.com
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com/
mailto:promund@kraft.com
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SEND US YOUR PHOTOS  

We are planning to have an evening of membersô 
photos at the October meeting.  We would like to 
include as many as possible.  Please consider this 
request and provide me with electronic copies of 
some of your favorite UW photos/videos that you 
have taken so they can be put in the October 
Member Slide show.  This is your chance to share 
your best photos with your fellow Tritons! 
 

Please send electronic copies to:  David Vemmer 
[dcvemmer@comcast.net].  I would like to receive 
your best 8 to 10 photos and snippets of video.  I will 
be putting them into a presentation for the 
entertainment that evening.  It should make for fun 
time to see everyoneôs contributions.  Many thanks! 

Dave Vemmer, Entertainment Chair 
 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

 

 
Be sure to visit the OCEAN CONSERVANCY website, there is a fun game posted.  It isnôt the traditional 
Go Fish game but rather trivia on the oceans and marine life as well as fishery practices throughout the 
world. 
 

ñGo, Fish!" is all about building support for our ocean and the wildlife, people and economies that depend 
on it, while raising awareness about the ins and outs of the fishing industry. You can get started here:  
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/playgofish,   
 

For every person who plays $1 is donated to the Conservancy.  This is great fun and you will be learning 
more about the ocean habitat and the plants and animals that live there. 

 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY  

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 19 th  
  

I have reserved space for 12 helpers on our annual visit to the Food Depository on the near south side.  
This event is later than I would like, but personal circumstances didnôt allow an earlier date.  I hope we 
still fill our quota.  This is a very fun afternoon exercise (1 PM to 4 PM) where we join a hopping assembly 
line and box non-perishable food for later shipment to the needy.  More info and directions to come at 
October and November meetings.  Someone will have a signup list at the October meeting, which I canôt 
make.  Sign up early and often, this one is fun 
 

Jim Hynan   847-967-1738        jim.hynan@occ.treas.gov 
 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  
 

If any member would like a copy of the business meeting minutes to review please send a note to Pam 
Romund (promund@kraft.com) and she will email them to you before the meeting.  Thanks! 

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/playgofish
mailto:jim.hynan@occ.treas.gov
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Reprinted from UNDERCURRENT ONLINE , Undercurrent -- Consumer Reporting for the Scuba Diving 
Community since 1975 www.undercurrent.org , September 9, 2009 

DIVE NEWS  
Leaking Mares Nemo Air Computers Recalled: The Italian dive gear manufacturer has recalled the 
Nemo Air due to "quality issue" with the O-rings on the computer's quick connector hoses. The O-ring can 
fail, causing a slow but continuous air loss. Mares has created a replacement O-ring and divers owning 
the computer can take it and the hose to a Mares dealer for a replacement O-ring -- the new one is a 
green color to replace the old black and brown ones. Find a dealer at www.mares.com, or call customer 
service at Head USA, Mares' owner, at 800-874-3236 and give them your computer's serial number. 

Lost Red Sea Diver Swims 60 Miles to Safety: Four Russian divers were found alive a day after 
currents separated them from their liveaboard; one managed to swim to shore, 60 miles from where the 
dive started. On August 17, a group of six divers from the M/Y Bohemia were doing a noon dive at Little 
Brother Island in the southern Red Sea when the four Russians went missing. When night fell, Vitaly 
Ivanov decided to swim and drift to shore, and was found the next afternoon 25 miles south of the town El 
Quesir. The three other divers were found by a search boat that evening. That's a much happier ending 
compared to 2007, when five Russians died in separate accidents on Red Sea dive trips. 

Australian Liveaboard Company Fined $30,000 for Abandoning Divers: In May 2008, divers Allyson 
Dalton and Richard Neely who were separated from the Pacific Star II while diving the Great Barrier Reef 
and spent the night in the open sea. While OzSail, the Pacific Star's owner, initially argued it was not at 
fault for the divers being stranded and perhaps they may have even staged their own disappearance, the 
courts ruled that the boat crew didn't manage their dive safety system properly. In mid-August, OzSail 
pleaded guilty to the charge and was fined AUD$30,000. 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

Reprinted from:  http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/2009-09-16-global-summer-temperatures_N.htm, 
September 16, 2009.  Article by Doyle Rice, USA TODAY 

EARTH'S OCEANS HAD W ARMEST  

SUMMER ON RECORD  
Summer temperatures for the globe's ocean surface ranked as the warmest on record, according to a 
report released Wednesday by the National Climatic Data Center.  Overall, when the Earthôs land areas 
and oceans are included together, the three-month June-August period measured as the third-warmest 
summer on record. Global climate records go back to 1880. 

Climatologists measure summer from June 1 to Aug. 31. The climate center is a branch of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  "During the season, warmer-than-average 
temperatures engulfed much of the planet's surface," the center wrote in an online report. One exception 
to the warmth was the north-central USA and central Canada, which had an unusually cool summer.  The 
ocean's summer temperature was 62.5 degrees, 1 degree above the 20th-century average of 61.5 
degrees. 

Part of the unusually warm summer is due to a weak El Nino, a natural periodic warming of the tropical 
Pacific Ocean that affects weather around the world. "If El Nino continues to mature as projected by 
NOAA, global temperatures are likely to continue to threaten previous record highs," noted the center's 
report. 

Additionally, according to the National Snow and Ice Data Center, Artic sea ice covered an average of 
2.42 million square miles during August. This is 18.4% below the 1979-2000 average extent and is 
consistent with a decline of August sea ice extent since 1979. 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 

LADY ELGIN PRESENTATION  
Bob Gadbois of the UASC will be presenting the Lady Elgin Steamer story at the Niles Park District on 
Sunday, October 25 at 2:00 PM.  Bob presented this to the club last year and for those of you wanting to 
see it again or if you missed it the first time around now is your chance.  Niles Park District, Oasis Fun 
Center, 7877 N. Milwaukee Ave, Niles, IL 60714.   

http://www.mares.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/2009-09-16-global-summer-temperatures_N.htm
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* * LAKE GENEVA DIVE * *  

SATURDAY OCTOBER 10 P

th
P
 

 

 
Photo Courtesy of Dave Vemmer 

 

All but the weather was absolutely fine for this event.  Pam had to miss the event while she was tending 
to some of her favorite senior citizens, so the weather was not on our side.  But it did not rain, the water 
temp was low 60ôs or higher, and folks had a very fun first dive on the old Nash to start the day.  We had 
an even 10 divers, found anchors and other things of value, and received the usual fine service of Ralph 
and Mike Ripple of Divers Delight.  The fall colors surrounding the lake were a very good sight. 
 

I was the only one to dive twice, I am still not sure why (Mike Ripple was my buddy).  The other 9 headed 
to the house and we were joined by 3 non-diving guests.  We had pasta dinner followed by birthday cake 
for Lourdes Rodriguez, who was celebrating a milestone birthday.  Thanks to the ladies for providing a 
fine salad, and thanks to all for staying at the house until almost dark to celebrate the end of a fine dive 
season 
 

Letôs do it again next year 
 

Jim 
><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 

 

COAT DRIVE  
 

Now that the seasons are changing are you cleaning out your closet?  Have a coat or jacket that you no 
longer need?  Bring it to the October meeting, we will take on over to WINGS.  Many thanks! 
 

Chris Demski & Pam Romund 
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News from the Illinois Council of Skin and Scuba Diving 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEAN UP DAY   

Saturday, September 19 ï Haigh Quarry, Kankakee, IL 
 

There were over 25 participants for International Beach 
Clean Up Day at Haigh Quarry, including some visitors 
from Iowa.  Thanks to everyone we gathered over 30 
pounds of zebra mussels out of Haigh Quarry.   
 

Of course all that work means hearty appetites for all 
involved.  The group feasted on burgers and hot dogs, 
chips, Fritos as well as cookies and pumpkin muffins.  
 

We were pleased to be joined for a brief period by Jim Elliot 
and Diveheart volunteers who were undergoing buddy 
training at the quarry.  Glad you all were able to spend time 
with the group. 
 

This event is held every year and is a wonderful way for 
divers to help out the environment.  We are able to see the 
underwater world and must do our part to keep it clean and 
healthy.  Please consider joining us next year. 

 

Chuck and Margo Miller 
 

<º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>       <º}}}}><  
 

MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY PARTY BELATED 

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION  
 

This year the Tritons celebrated 5 de Mayo on 
September 16.  We couldn't ask for a better weather and 
the party was fun and relaxed.  Some people showed up 
with outstanding costumes like:  John Kitts  the crazy 
gringo, Milt el chico Levenberg or Indiana Milt, Jackie the 
charro Heirbaut and Margo la chica Miller, kudos to all of 
them. Rosana the chef, gave a demonstration on how to 
prepare guacamole and we enjoyed it later. The 
seahorses race made more than one to scream and the 
pinata brought everybody nice moments and good 
laughs. 
 

Lourdes and Rosana 
 

 

Above:  Jon Kitts, the crazy 
gringo. 

Right:  Milt el chico Levenberg 
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 HAUNTED HOUSE SPOOKTACULAR 
Saturday, October 17, 7:00 PM 

Fifteen apprehensive Tritons gathered at Jon Kitts home to gather their collective courage and head over 
to St. Matthewôs Haunted House.  The Haunted House is currently celebrating their 18th 
year and continues to be a great, scary and fun attraction. 

 

We headed over to the house and because we had ordered our tickets in 
advance we could get right into line and only waited about 20 minutes before we 
could begin our adventure.   
 

You grope your way in mostly complete darkness down narrow passageways ï and 
every once in a while someone will reach out to grab your leg or arm ï rather 
disconcerting to say the least.  There were rooms where there were ghouls 
and goblins, plenty of the undead and other assorted monsters.  There were 
many optical illusions, some wonderful black bubbles that floated down and would 
dissolve in your hands, and hidden doors led you to the next steps through the maze.  We all agreed it 
was fantastic (the House is open all the way through Halloween but is not geared toward children ï no one 
under 12 is admitted). 
 

After we found our way out, we discussed what we thought was the best part we headed back to Jonôs for 
some refreshments.  Many of us did wear costumes, including our TIC Jon.  He did begin the evening as a 
crusader complete with chain mail head dress and then changed to a WWII paratrooper (without the 
chutes).  Many thanks to David Gross and Leatrice Berman for staying behind and putting the feast 
together, everything was ready on our return to begin the grazing.  Thanks for everyone for attending and 
bringing a fantastic goodie to share.  As usual there was more than enough food, we Tritons never go 
hungry! 
 

Note to those attending, I was the last to leave and the guy was still trapped under the garage door. . .  
poor fellow  

TICs:  Jon Kitts & Pam Romund H 
 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

 
 

Many thanks to John Bell for sending this 
to our attention.  Reprinted from 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/videobeta/watc
h/?watch=a37c325d-a584-40a0-b33f-
03e82ca53f98&cat=d3f6f830-04b5-4416-9fc1-
d59ac92b4b8a&src=front  
 

MALDIVES 
CABINET HOLDS 

UW MEETING  
On the ocean floor near Girifushi, 
Maldives, Minister of Fisheries and 
Agriculture Ibrahim Didi signs a 
document calling on all countries to 
cut down their carbon dioxide 
emissions ahead of the U.N. climate 
change conference in December in 
Copenhagen. As the lowest-lying 
nation on earth, the Maldives have 
much to fear from rising sea levels 
caused by global warming. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/videobeta/watch/?watch=a37c325d-a584-40a0-b33f-03e82ca53f98&cat=d3f6f830-04b5-4416-9fc1-d59ac92b4b8a&src=front
http://www.chicagotribune.com/videobeta/watch/?watch=a37c325d-a584-40a0-b33f-03e82ca53f98&cat=d3f6f830-04b5-4416-9fc1-d59ac92b4b8a&src=front
http://www.chicagotribune.com/videobeta/watch/?watch=a37c325d-a584-40a0-b33f-03e82ca53f98&cat=d3f6f830-04b5-4416-9fc1-d59ac92b4b8a&src=front
http://www.chicagotribune.com/videobeta/watch/?watch=a37c325d-a584-40a0-b33f-03e82ca53f98&cat=d3f6f830-04b5-4416-9fc1-d59ac92b4b8a&src=front
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Many thanks to Sandy Horn for sending this on in.  October 20, 2009, Reprinted from 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/science/20creature.html?_r=2&th=&emc=th&pagewanted=all 

FOR FISH IN CORAL RE EFS,  

ITôS USEFUL TO BE SMART  
By SEAN B. CARROLL 

I have long suspected that fish are smarter than we give them credit for.  As a child, I had an aquarium 
with several pet goldfish. They certainly knew it was feeding time when my hand appeared over their tank, 
and they excitedly awaited their delicious fish flakes.  

They also exhibited a darker, disturbing behavior. Evidently, a safe life with abundant food was not 
fulfilling. From time to time, either sheer ennui or the long gray Toledo winter got to one of the fish and it 
ended its torment with a leap to my bedroom floor. 

Maybe my anthropomorphizing is a bit over the top. But, really, just how smart are fish? Can they learn?  

A 10-gallon tank with a plastic sunken pirate ship is certainly not the most stimulating habitat. But in the 
colorful, diverse and dangerous world of coral reefs, fish must be able to recognize not only food, but also 
to discriminate friends from foes, and mates from rivals, and to take the best action. In such a complex 
and dynamic environment, it would pay to be flexible and able to learn.  

A series of studies has recently revealed that reef fish are surprisingly adaptable. Freshly caught wild fish 
quickly learn new tasks and can learn to discriminate among colors, patterns and shapes, including those 
they have never encountered. These studies suggest that learning and interpreting new stimuli play 
important roles in the lives of reef fish.  

To test the ability of fish to learn to discriminate shapes, a research team led by Ulrike E. Siebeck at the 
University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia, trained damselfish to feed from a feeding tube to which 
they attached a variety of visual stimuli. The latter included a three-dimensional latex disc, a two-
dimensional blue disc painted on a plastic board, or black circles or propeller patterns on white boards. 
The fish were rewarded with food when they repeatedly tapped the stimulus ð not the tube ð with their 
snout or mouth. 

The fish rapidly learned this task. The researchers then presented the fish with the original stimulus and 
one alternative distracting shape ð bars versus discs, squares versus discs, or circles versus propellers, 
and the fish had to nose the shape they had been trained to tap in order to receive a reward. The fish 
tapped the correct shape about 70 percent of the time in the first trial; this improved to 80 percent to 90 
percent in subsequent trials.  

Remarkably, the fish also learned when the food reward was delayed and delivered far from the stimulus. 
The damselfish exhibited what is called anticipatory behavior, in that they would tap the image and then 
swim quickly to the other end of their tank in anticipation of their food reward. This response is much like 
Pavlovôs dogs who learned to anticipate food at the sound of a bell. 

In another set of experiments, Dr. Siebeck trained damselfish on different color stimuli. She selected blue 
and yellow because these are highly contrasting colors that are found on many reef fish. After the fish 
quickly learned to repeatedly tap colored latex targets to gain a food reward, they were presented with a 
choice between the training target and the alternative color target. The fish were even better at color 
discrimination, tapping the correct target more than 90 percent of the time. 

Perhaps it is less surprising that the fish learned to discriminate colors. After all, they live in a colorful 
environment. But the question of why reef fish are typically so colorful has challenged biologists for a very 
long time. It seems obvious that bright color patterns would be effective communication signals in the 
shallow, well-lighted water around coral reefs. But in that fish-eat-fish world, bright colors would also make 
fish conspicuous to predators. So how are these advantages and disadvantages balanced? 

It turns out that some brightly colored fish make a living by providing a valuable service to what may 
otherwise be their predators: they clean them. In fact, cleaner fish like the cleaner wrasse form an 
important part of coral reef communities. They establish small territories as ñcleaning stations,ò which are 
visited by all sorts of ñclientò fish that have their parasites removed.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/science/20creature.html?_r=2&th=&emc=th&pagewanted=all
http://jeb.biologists.org/cgi/content/abstract/212/13/2113?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=siebeck%2C+UE&andorexacttitle=and&andorexacttitleabs=and&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&sortspec=relevance&resourcetype=HWCIT
http://jeb.biologists.org/cgi/content/abstract/211/3/354?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=siebeck%2C+UE&andorexacttitle=and&andorexacttitleabs=and&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&sortspec=relevance&resourcetype=HWCIT
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The cleanersô work ethic is astounding. Alexandra Grutter of the University of Queensland found that 
individual cleaner wrasse inspected as many as 2,300 fish and consumed up to 1,200 parasites a day, 
which amounted to about 7 percent of their body weight. Furthermore, Dr. Grutter found that fish on reefs 
without cleaner fish had about five times the number of parasites compared with fish on reefs with 
cleaners. 

It would seem, then, that it would benefit potential clients to visit cleaning stations, and for carnivorous 
clients not to eat their cleaners. So, how do clients find and recognize cleaners? It appears that certain 
body colors, particularly blue and yellow, signal cleaning behavior to potential clients. 

To investigate the role of color in the cleaner-client relationship, another research team from the University 
of Queensland ð including Dr. Grutter, Karen Cheney, Simon Blomberg and N. Justin Marshall ð first 
looked at the distribution of body colors among cleaner and noncleaner fish from the same families. They 
found cleaner fish were significantly more likely to have a blue or yellow coloration.  

Furthermore, they showed that these colors were the most contrasting ones on coral backgrounds to 
clients like barracuda or surgeonfish and that the contrast was enhanced against black backgrounds. In 
fact, all species they examined that make their living solely from cleaning also had a contrast-enhancing 
black lateral body stripe adjacent to these colors, whereas none of the 31 noncleaner species were so 
marked. 

To test whether potential clients paid attention to these color schemes, the researchers painted models 
with various permutations of cleaner colors in which they omitted the blue pattern or replaced it with red, 
or altered the pattern, orientation and width of body stripes. They then placed these models around reefs 
fringing Lizard Island, at the northern end of the Great Barrier Reef, and observed the frequency with 
which client fish visited the models. They found that the model that most closely represented the natural 
blue-streak cleaner wrasse pattern was visited more frequently than any other model color scheme.  

In a similar study performed off Sulawesi, Indonesia, the length of the modelôs black body stripe also 
affected the frequency of client visits. On coral reefs, it pays to advertise, even when potential enemies 
abound.  

With their attention to colors, patterns and shapes and their ability to learn about new forms, one wonders 
how much these creatures can learn and what limitations they might have. They couldnôt read Dr. Seuss, 
of course, but they might enjoy looking at the pictures.  

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><  

Come on out to the annual  

TRITON HOLIDAY PARTY  
Saturday, December 5, 2009  

 

As always loads of food, fun & frivolity to be enjoyed by all ï join in the celebration. 
 

Cost:  $15.00 per person 
Time:  7:00 PM 

It Will Be a Triton Food Fest, Come Hungry! 
 

Where:  Windhaven Condominium Clubhouse 
Dundee Quarter, Palatine, IL 60067 

 

              This event is BYOB. 
                  We will provide the soda and mixers. 

 

               TIC:  Your Board of Directors 
Directions: 

From Chicago and Vicinity:  Travel North on 94 to Dundee Road, Exit West ï See below 

From Inner City:  Take 90 West through tollbooth to Route 53, Exit North to Dundee Road West ï See Below 

From North Suburban Area:  Take Dundee Road West to ï See Below 

If you feel adventurous you can take Rand Road North to Dundee Road, turn right (East) to the first light, Baldwin 
Road (Mobil Gas Station on the northwest corner), turn left (North) and follow the directions to the condo clubhouse. 

Baldwin Road (3rd Stop Light after Route 53) (Mobil Gas Station on Northwest Corner), turn North (right) to 
Windhaven Condominium (on left).  Enter complex and turn to the left, follow the road to the clubhouse. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VRT-4WR11HW-2&_user=10&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=f4e857184046d29cf9359d06a17ef1a1
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/g/theodor_seuss_geisel/index.html?inline=nyt-per
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Triton 

WARM WATER TRIP TO  
PUERTO RI CO 

April 24, 2010 to May 1, 2010  
 

Tired of the cold weather yet?  Tired of your job pressures?  Trying to forget how much money you just 
gave to the government?  Then here is what you have been waiting anxiously to hear.  Our next warm 
water trip will be to Puerto Rico. 
 

Puerto Rico is easy to get to with lots of great diving.   
 

Come and join us for a week of relaxation, camaraderie and fun as we explore a new area of the 
Caribbean.  Check out what we have to offer for this trip. 
 

1. 7 night accommodations at the Copamarina Beach Resort and Spa (South Coast near Ponce). 
2. 5 days of 2 tank boat dives at a marine park just minutes from the resort 
3. Deluxe garden or ocean view room. 
4. Breakfast included. 
5. Roundtrip transfers from the airport in San Juan (90 minute drive to the resort). 
6. PADI 5 Star dive shop 
7. All taxes are included in the price. 

 

The cost for all of this is as follows based on double occupancy.  
 

1. Deluxe garden view room with diving - $1667.03 
2. Deluxe garden  view room non diver - $1104.53 
3. Deluxe ocean view room with diving - $1758.38 
4. Deluxe ocean view room non diver - $1195.88 

 

Airfare is additional.  Based on current quotes from AA and UA the fares from Chicago range from 
approximately $300.00 to $410.00 per person.  You can book your air online at the respective airlineôs 
websites.  If you need any help with this, please contact me.  When booking your air, be sure to get on the 
early morning flights so that we can get everyone on the same transfers to the resort. 
 

To reserve your spot, I will need a $150.00/person deposit.  Your check will need to be made payable to 
Global Access, Inc.  Final payment will also need to be paid by check to Global Access, Inc approximately 
60 days before departure.  Details will be sent to those who sign up for the trip.  You can either give me 
your deposit at the next business meeting or mail it to Global Access, Inc., 309 E. Rand Road, #138, 
Arlington Heights, IL, 60004.  I am currently holding 20 spots at the resort so be sure to sign on early to 
guarantee yourself a spot.  
 

If you have any questions or would like further information, please give me a call or send me an email 
 

I look forward to having you join us for this trip.  

Randy Skiba 
(847) 31-9208 
globacc@quixnet.net 

 
 
The value of any freebies generated by the group will be 
shared on a proportional basis by all participants after the 
completion of the trip in the form of a rebate.  This event is 
being run by Global Access, Inc., a profit based travel 
agency, Randy Skiba, Owner. 
 

mailto:globacc@quixnet.net
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Many thanks to everyone for attending the Underwater Pumpkin carving at Haigh.  It turned out to be a 
beautiful fall day ï a bit breezy but still fantastic.  We had a great group - over 20 divers and non-divers in 
attendance.  We had 8 divers submit a pumpkin for the contest; a couple of others carved but did not like 
the results so they didnôt submit them for the official judging.  We were fortunate to have enough prizes so 
that everyone did receive a reward for their efforts.  And everyone attending received an Oscar Mayer 
Weiner Whistle compliments of Kraft. 
 

It always amazes me how creative some people are, we had everything from the traditional Jack-O-
Lantern to a cute Kitty, a marine themed item with a fish and octopus carved into it, a scuba diver from 
Hell, Barbie in Jail and more.  Check out the website to see all the photos. 
 

                                                               Photo courtesy of Dave Vemmer 

An event like this is a team 
effort.  Many thanks to Tina 
Haigh for her hospitality and 
donation of some great prizes ï 
Margo Miller for providing all 
sorts of extras for the picnic that 
I forgot - and a big thank you to 
Chuck Miller for fulfilling the 
duties of chef, he cooked all the 
hamburgers and hot dogs for the 
group.  Thanks to everyone in all 
the clubs for participating, I have 
already committed to organize 
this for next year and will have 
some new twists for your 
amazement and amusement.   
 
Thanks to all, 
Pam Romund 

   Divers Brian Clarke (left) and Joe Leibovitz (right) carving their pumpkins. 
 

 

P.S.  A successful search and recovery effort was made (on land) as Dave Vemmer had one of his 
contacts taken by the wind and it ended up in the grass at the edge of the quarry.  Associate Brian Clarke 
searched blade by blade and came up with the contact ï way to go Brian, very nice job!! 

 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

Reprinted from Undercurrent On-Line:  www.undercurrent.org, October 6, 2009 issue 

HALCYON V ALVE RECALL  
Serious Problems with 20,000 Halcyon Over Pressure Valves: Virtually everything Halcyon 
manufactures with an over pressure valve - BCDs, surface marker buoys, safety sausages, lift bags, etc., 
has been recalled because of leaking valves which can deflate the devices and eliminate their buoyancy. 
This recall involves the Halcyon Explorer, Eclipse, CCR35, Evolve and Pioneer BCDs and Halcyon 
Surface Marker Buoys, Lift Bags, Diver Alert Markers (DAMs) Surf Shuttle and Diver Lift Raft Inflatable 
Devices. "Halcyon" is printed on the equipment. The recalled items were sold between January 2006 and 
December 2008. If you've got a piece of gear with this valve, return it to an authorized Halcyon dealer for a 
free replacement of the overpressure valve spring. Contact Halcyon at (800) 425-2966 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday; Web site is www.halcyon.net/opv-recall; email address is 
techservices@halcyon.net. If you had an incident using any of this gear, report it at 
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx 

UUUnnn ddd eeerrr www aaattt eeerrr    pppuuu mmmpppkkk iii nnn    cccaaarrr vvv iii nnn ggg   

SSSuuu nnn ddd aaayyy ,,,    OOOccc ttt ooobbb eeerrr    444,,,    222000000999   

http://www.undercurrent.org/
http://www.halcyon.net/opv-recall
mailto:techservices@halcyon.net
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx
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><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

ICSSD PRESIDENTSô NIGHT 
Saturday, November 14  

Burnham Park Yacht Club -  Chicago  
 

The annual Illinois Council of Skin and SCUBA 
Diving Presidentsô Night, will be held on Saturday, 
November 14th at Burnham Park Yacht Club, 1500 
S Linn White Dr, Chicago, IL 60605.  This is our 
Annual dinner dance and awards will be presented to 
the Club, Diver and Humanitarian of the Year.  There 
will be a choice of Chicken Marsala, Grilled Wild-
Caught Salmon, and Pasta Primavera.  Drinks can 
only be charged on a Credit Card tab. 

There is a fantastic raffle throughout the evening 
featuring trips, charters, gear & more!  This is always 
a fun evening and a great way to get to know other 
divers and perhaps win a prize or two.  The evening 
features the very best raffle around, you wonôt be 
disappointed. 

Donôt forget we will collect Toys for Tots at this 
event, bring a new, unwrapped toy or two to share 
with those less fortunate.  Tickets are available 
through your club rep or Board member of the Illinois 
Council. 

 

><{{{{º>        <º}}}}><      ><{{{{º>        <º}}}}>< 
 

WINGS HOLIDAY PROGRAM  
 

Again this year we will be adopting a family from the WINGS program.  As of this writing we donôt know 
how many children or their ages.  If you are interested in helping those less fortunate this holiday season 
please contact us and we will add you to the list.  We get them things that are necessary ï coats, hats, 
scarves, shoes, etc.  We hope to have all the information at the October meeting.  

Chris Demski and Pam Romund 


